
 

Northowram Primary School MUSIC Long Term Curriculum Map (from Sept 2020) 

 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 

Nursery Exploring 
instruments  

Listening to music – 
expressing thoughts 
and feelings. 
Singing entire songs – 
traditional Christmas 
songs. 

Listening to sounds 
– copying the 

pattern. 

Singing the melodic 
shape. 

Creating own songs – 
using instruments 

with increasing 
control. 

Expressing feeling 
and ideas through 

music.  

Reception Celebration Music  Celebration Music – 
Traditional Christmas 
Music and Christmas 
action songs.   

Exploring sound Music and 
Movement  

Musical stories Big band  

1 Pulse and Rhythm – 
All about me 

Timbre and rhythmic 
patterns - Fairy tales 

Pitch and tempo - 
Superheroes 

Chanting and tuned 
percussion - Space 

Classical music – 
dynamics and tempo- 

Animals  

Vocal and body 
sounds – by the Sea 

2 Musical Me – sing 
and play a song 

Orchestral 
instruments – 
traditional stories 

Myths and Legends 
– timbre, dynamics 

and tempo 

African Call and 
response song - 

Animals 

Timbre, tempo and 
motifs - Space 

On this Island – 
British songs and 

Sounds 

3 Creating 
Compositions in 
response to an 

animation 

Developing Singing 
technique and 
keeping in time 

Pentatonic 
compositions and 

melodies – Chinese 
New Year 

Traditional 
instruments and 

improvisation 
around the world  - 

India 

Ballads – creating a 
traditional ballad 

Jazz 

4 Samba and carnival 
Sounds and 

instruments – South 
America 

Composition and 
Music notation – 

Egyptians (Y5 topic) 

Changes in pitch, 
tempo and dynamics 

– Rivers (Y 5 topic) 

Adapting and 
transposing motifs - 

Romans 

Rock and Roll – 
learning and 

performing The Hand 
Jive and Rock around 

Rock Around the 
Clock 

Blues 

5 Body and tuned 
percussion – 

Rainforests (Y4 topic) 

South and West 
Africa – African songs 

and Instruments 

Haiku, music and 
performance – 

Hanami (Japanese 
Cherry Blossom) 
festival (Y4 topic) 

Composition to 
represent the 

festival of colour – 
Holi Festival 

Looping and re-
mixing – Dance Music 

Musical theatre – 
singing, dancing and 

acting 

6 The coast Film music Motifs Pop Art World War 2 Composing and 
performing a Leavers’ 

song 

 


